
	
2019	SUMMER	SCHOOL	COURSE	DESCRIPTIONS	

WASHINGTON	LATIN	UPPER	SCHOOL	
		

Please	note	that	these	are	tentative	course	descriptions.	It	is	possible	that	a	course	may	
be	canceled	due	to	low	enrollment	or	other	considerations.	
	
UPPER	SCHOOL	OFFERINGS	
ART	I	(3	weeks;	Session	2	only)	
As	a	foundational	course,	the	assignments	in	Drawing	and	Design	will	first	focus	on	realism	
with	an	emphasis	on	learning	to	see	with	a	more	critical	eye	and	on	discovering	individual	
interests.	In	the	second	half	of	the	course,	students	will	turn	their	attention	to	color	and	
painting.	The	focus	will	be	on	color	theory,	color	mixing,	value	in	color,	painting	skills,	and	
how	materials	affect	the	image.	As	we	move	from	skill	building	to	painting	and	pastel	
drawing	as	a	creative	process,	students	will	begin	to	explore	their	ideas	as	they	make	
increasingly	more	of	the	decisions	regarding	the	size,	materials,	techniques	and	styles	of	
their	work.	Students	will	also	make	introductory	explorations	into	abstraction.	Curiosity	
and	willingness	to	take	risks	will	be	encouraged	as	students	build	their	skills	with	both	wet	
and	dry	media	and	as	they	learn	to	navigate	the	creative	process.	
	
DC	HISTORY	(3	weeks;	Session	1	or	Session	2)	
In	this	course,	we	will	explore	the	magnificent	city	of	Washington,	DC.	Our	journey	begins	
with	the	land,	its	people	and	the	creation	of	the	nation's	Capital.		We	will	discuss	
provocative	issues	affecting	all	citizens	who	live,	work	and	play	in	DC.		Topics	such	as	class,	
race,	geography,	politics,	education,	sports,	voting,	gentrification,	and	community	will	be	
discussed.		In	addition,	students	will	be	expected	to	speak	and	write	about	their	family	
history,	neighborhoods,	and	their	favorite	part	of	the	city.		Students	will	also	be	asked	to	
speak	and	write	about	things	they	want	to	change	in	DC.		Most	importantly,	we	will	travel	
and	explore	the	city,	host	guest	speakers,	and	debate	issues	that	are	important	to	us.			
	
ENGLISH	9	(students	who	have	not	passed	English	9)	--	6	weeks	



This	course	is	tailored	to	reading	and	writing	as	the	students	are	below	grade	level	in	
comprehension,	grammar,	syntax,	and	vocabulary.	The	main	text	read	is	The	Absolutely	
True	Diary	of	a	Part	Time	Indian	by	Sherman	Alexie.	Other	short	pieces	may	accompany	
this	text.	Writing	assignments	follow	the	reading	and	discussion	of	the	language	and	
meaning	of	the	text.	The	students	go	through	a	writing	process:	gathering	ideas,	writing	a	
rough	draft,	revising	their	draft,	writing	a	final	copy.	As	they	work	through	the	writing	
process,	they	also	work	on	advancing	their	grammar	skills,	syntax,	and	vocabulary.	
		
ENGLISH	10	(students	who	have	not	passed	English	10)	--	6	weeks	
This	course	stresses	the	basics	of	English:	reading,	writing,	vocabulary,	and	grammar.	
Students	read	in	all	genres,	using	the	tools	and	nomenclature	of	literary	analysis.	Regular	
quizzes,	reading	aloud,	instruction	and	practice	with	annotation,	and	close	attention	to	the	
ways	literature	works	instruct	the	student	in	how	to	read	a	text	carefully	and	with	feeling.	
The	course	also	emphasizes	class	discussion	and	the	importance	of	reader	response,	
especially	around	the	theme	of	the	ways	that	race,	culture,	friends,	and	family	shape	
personal	identity.	Formal	writing	assignments	receive	written	comments	and	suggestions	
from	the	teacher,	who	frequently	gives	students	the	option	to	revise.	In-class	writing	
exercises	reinforce	those	skills	taught	by	longer	assignments.	Student	writing	instruction	
and	feedback	focuses	on	sentence-level	clarity	and	paragraph	structure	--	a	strong	and	
insightful	main	idea	sentence,	supported	by	body	sentences	that	provide	evidence	and	
explanation.	Students	work	to	master	the	use	and	MLA-style	formatting	of	citations,	
quotations,	and	Works	Cited	pages	to	support	their	arguments	and	insights.	Grammar	
instruction	includes	diagramming	sentences	with	the	following	concepts:	subject,	
predicate,	direct	object,	predicate	nominative,	predicate	adjective,	indirect	object,	
prepositional	phrase.	Students	develop	a	working	knowledge	of	the	following	parts	of	
speech:	noun,	verb	(action	and	linking),	adjective,	adverb,	article,	preposition.	Texts:	
Kindred,	selected	poems	from	the	Poetry	Out	Loud	website,	selected	short	fiction;	
additional	longer	texts	may	be	added	at	the	instructor's	discretion.	
	
GEOMETRY	(incoming	9th	graders	only)	-	6	weeks	(4	hours	per	day)	
This	course	is	an	option	for	students	who	have	completed	Algebra	IB	in	8th	grade	with	an	
“A”,	“A-”,	or	“B+”.	This	course	would	set	up	a	student	to	take	Algebra	II	in	9th	grade.	This	
course	includes	all	the	components	of	the	Geometry	course	but	is	designed	to	explore	each	
concept	in	greater	depth.	Geometry	places	a	heavy	emphasis	on	the	development	of	
mathematical	reasoning	through	a	guided-discovery	approach.	Students	are	expected	to	
write	formal	proofs	and	apply	geometric	concepts	in	modeling	situations.	Students	will	
begin	their	study	of	right-triangle	trigonometry.	Students	will	be	challenged	to	justify	
their	thinking	and	to	challenge	themselves	in	what	is	often	their	first	honors-level	math	
course.	
	



GOVERNMENT	(3	weeks;	Session	2	only)	
An	informed	citizen	is	an	educated	citizen.	In	the	United	States,	over	half	of	the	population	
does	not	know	its	own	history	or	how	its	government	works.	They	do	not	know	their	rights	
as	Americans.	They	do	not	know	how	their	country	operates,	nor	do	they	understand	the	
legacy	and	history	of	their	country.	This	course	will	give	you	the	knowledge	and	skills	to	
not	only	understand	government,	but	to	think	about	and	to	analyze	government	with	a	
critical	eye.	The	skills	we	practice	and	learn	in	this	class	will	serve	you	well	in	your	thinking	
about	current	events	and	your	world	today.	You	will	become	citizens	who	know	their	
rights,	responsibilities,	and	privileges	as	Americans	and	more	importantly,	the	legacy	that	
you	have	inherited	from	the	entire	western	world.	You	will	join	the	ranks	of	the	most	
informed	people	in	America.	By	the	end	of	this	course,	all	scholars	will	be	able	to	identify,	
analyze,	explain,	summarize	and	categorize	their	rights	and	responsibilities	as	citizens	of	the	
United	States,	understand	the	role	of	government	in	their	lives,	how	American	government	
came	to	be	and	interpret	key	concepts	of	political	science.	Texts:	Magruder’s	American	
Government,	We	the	People:	The	Citizen	and	the	Constitution,	Democracy	in	America,	The	
Declaration	of	Independence,	The	United	States	Constitution,	The	Federalist	Papers,	and	
excerpts	from	various	Supreme	Court	decisions.	
	
HEALTH	(3	weeks;	Session	1	or	Session	2)	
This	course	is	designed	to	promote	the	physical,	mental,	and	social	well	being	of	the	
individual.	Areas	of	study	include	structure	and	function	of	body	systems,	physical	fitness,	
communicable	and	noncommunicable	diseases,	nutrition,	environmental	health,	mental	
health,	stress,	first	aid,	sexual	education,	alcohol	and	tobacco,	and	other	drugs.	Students	are	
also	given	opportunities	to	explore	their	own	feelings	and	values	with	an	emphasis	on	
making	responsible,	healthy	choices	now	and	in	the	future.	
		
MUSIC	(3	weeks;	Session	2	only)	
In	order	to	get	a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	music	on	the	whole,	the	class	of	
General	Music	takes	two	different	approaches:	theoretical	and	historical.		The	theory	
portion	of	the	class	is	designed	to	give	the	student	a	foundation	in	how	to	read,	write	and	
perform	music.		Students	are	given	the	opportunity	to	perform	rhythm	compositions	from	
pop	culture	and	their	own	original	rhythm	compositions.		Students	are	also	given	a	better	
understanding	on	how	music	is	melodically	structured,	learning	specifically	about	major	
and	minor	scales	in	addition	to	interval	qualities	and	quantities.		Students	are	also	required	
to	do	listening	exercises	in	order	to	become	more	familiarized	with	music	terminology	and	
in	order	to	better	appreciate	live	music.	Upon	completion	of	the	first	quarter,	we	shift	gears	
and	students	are	introduced	to	medieval	music	and	the	invention	of	written	music.		
Students	learn	a	general	overview	of	the	musical	periods	in	which	they	are	most	interested.		
In	efforts	to	show	understanding	of	the	time	periods,	students	compose	their	own	pieces	of	



music	using	music	software	on	the	computer.		General	Music	is	taught	using	a	collection	of	
readings	from	an	assortment	of	books	and	articles.	
	
SUMMER	BRIDGE	PROGRAM	-	(3	weeks;	Session	1	only)	
New	ninth	graders	are	strongly	encouraged	to	attend	this	wonderful	program	to	welcome	
them	to	Washington	Latin.	Students	will	learn	about	our	school	culture	and	common	
instructional	practices	here,	including	the	Socratic	Seminar,	research	methods,	and	public	
speaking.	They	will	also	get	an	introduction	to	the	Latin	language.	Each	Friday,	they	will	
earn	community	service	hours	towards	their	graduation	requirement.	This	program	gives	
new	ninth-grade	students	an	opportunity	to	familiarize	themselves	with	our	building	and	
many	of	the	teachers	they	will	see	next	year.	
	
UNDERWATER	ROBOTICS	-	(3	weeks;	Session	1	only)	
seaMATE	is	a	student	robotics	program	using	ROV’s	(Underwater	Robotics)	to	teach	
electronics,	programming	and	engineering	skills	to	students	in	middle	school	through	
college.	The	program	focuses	on	real	world	problems	and	applications	and	asks	students	to	
take	an	entrepreneurial	approach	in	their	work.	This	summer	we	will	have	a	MATE	'boot	
camp'	an	opportunity	to	take	advantage	of	the	warm	weather	to	construct	and	test	an	ROV.	
We	will	focus	on	becoming	familiar	with	the	equipment	and	best	practices	of	MATE	with	
the	hopes	of	being	able	to	field	a	competition	team	next	spring.	Outside	of	the	requirements	
of	the	MATE	program	we	will	focus	on	the	techniques	and	skills	associated	with	with	most	
engineering	design	challenges	including	design	thinking,	3D	printing,	electronics	and	
mechanical	design.	
	
	


