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The 'Word of the Week' is: 
 

matriculate \muh-TRIK-yuh-leyt\, 

verb  
1. To enroll in a college or university as a candidate for a degree. 
2. To register (a coat of arms), used esp. in Scottish heraldry.                                                                  

 
Matriculate derives from the Latin matrix, "list". 
 
 
In this edition of The Legenda: 

·  Letter from the President, Board of Governors, Colleen D. Eubanks 
·  Letter from Head of School, Martha Cutts 
·  Science Night -  May 18th!!! 
·  Latin Presents "Our Town" - Reserve Your Tickets Today! 
·  WLPCS Spelling Bee - Final Round 
·  Fiddler on the Roof Recap 
·  Congratulations to 6th grader, Zoe Mills 
·  Note from the School Librarian 
·  Around Town 

 
 

I.  NEWS 
 
 



FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS  
Dear Latin Parents, 
 
I want to thank the executive committee of the PA for affording me and some of my fellow Board members the opportunity to talk about some of the 
challenges the Board has faced in the past year and to provide an overview of some of the issues and projects on which we have been focused.  We very much 
appreciate the parents who submitted questions ahead of time, engaged in dialog with us and took time out of their Tuesday evening at a crazy time of year to 
come to the meeting. 
 
As promised, we have set up an email address (board@latinpcs.org) so that parents can communicate with the board via email.  We will be providing a 
quarterly update of the Board's activities, focus and accomplishments from here on out, and we welcome your input and feedback. 
 
We are in the process of strengthening the expertise on the Board of Governors and in particular are looking for individuals to serve on our finance, 
development (fundraising) and site committees.  If any parents in the WLPCS school community have associates, neighbors or friends who are interested in 
the charter school movement and have experience or expertise in those areas, I welcome an inquiry from anyone.  As we noted last night, we are also 
increasing the number of governors.  We currently have our full complement of parents (4 out of 8 Board members are WLPCS parents), so we are looking 
for individuals whose children are not currently in the school but who have expertise in any of those areas who might be interested in joining the Board. 
 
Colleen D. Eubanks 
President, Board of Governors 
 
 

FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL  
Dates to Remember: 
Friday, 5/14 – 7th grade dance at Decatur; US dance at Washington Ethical Society;  
Tuesday, 5/18 5:30 – 8:00 Science Night at Decatur 
Thursday, 5/20 Our Town preview 
Friday, 5/21 and Saturday, 5/22   Our Town  
Wednesday, 5/28  Hafla for Arabic class and parents 
Wednesday, 6/2 Last regular day of class for grades 9 &10 
Thursday, 6/3-Tuesday 6/8 Finals for grades 9 &10; last day of class for 7th and 8th grades 
Friday, 6/4 – Finals for grades 7 and 8 start 
Tuesday, 6/8 – Last day of classes for grades 5 & 6; last day of exams for grades 7-10 
Wednesday, 6/9 – Field Trips 
Thursday, 6/10 and Friday, 6/11 Valediction Assemblies and Closing Ceremony (details to follow in the coming weeks) 
 
Dear Latin Parents, 
 
Those who attended Washington Latin’s first Spelling Bee on Monday afternoon know what a wonderful event it was.  So many students expressed interest in 
participating that elimination rounds were conducted to winnow the participants down to 35. The seriousness of purpose exhibited by the spellers and the 
respect shown by the audience made for a polished and exciting event. Spelling correctly when one is preparing homework assignments is one thing, but 



standing on a stage in front of a large audience and speaking into a microphone is something else entirely.  Congratulations 
interest to take part!  Farther below in today’s Legenda are details about the championship round.
 
In order to facilitate requests from parents, we ask that you include your child’s full name and grade when you leave a phone
names are different, so this will help us respond more quickly.
 
With Memorial Day Weekend just two weeks away, the last day of regular classes and then final examinations will be here befor
hear from Ms. Smith and Ms. Cockrell about schedule details of those final weeks of school. 
 
Please be on the lookout for a mailing from school during the week of May 24. Important information on 
Blanket Field Trip Permission Form 
 

·  Contact Information 
·  Calendar for 2010-2011 
·  Free/Reduced lunch 
·  Health Forms 
·  Lunch 
·  Residency Verification 
·  School Supplies 
·  Transportation 
·  Uniform 

 
As we look ahead to the new school year, we want to make sure that the transition for our new students and parents is smooth. To that end advisors of 5
through 8th grade students will be speaking to their advisees or homeroom students about being a buddy to a new student. A sheet explaini
responsibilities will be given to those who express interest. We hope that this will be a family commitment so that present L
parents of new students as well. Having someone to sit with at lunch in those first few weeks o
 
With warm regards, 

 
Martha C. Cutts 
Head of School 
 
 
Science Night -  May 18th!!!  
Dear Washington Latin Families, 
 
On May 18 the Washington Latin Science Department is on track to host a very successful SCIENCE NIGHT at the Decatur campus f
have 70+ guests confirmed and counting!  This is one of the largest groups ever confirmed for an in
friends keep rolling in. 

standing on a stage in front of a large audience and speaking into a microphone is something else entirely.  Congratulations to all who showed the courage and 
are details about the championship round. 

In order to facilitate requests from parents, we ask that you include your child’s full name and grade when you leave a phone
quickly. 

With Memorial Day Weekend just two weeks away, the last day of regular classes and then final examinations will be here befor
hear from Ms. Smith and Ms. Cockrell about schedule details of those final weeks of school.  

Please be on the lookout for a mailing from school during the week of May 24. Important information on the following will be included.
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responsibilities will be given to those who express interest. We hope that this will be a family commitment so that present Latin parents reach out to the 
parents of new students as well. Having someone to sit with at lunch in those first few weeks of school or to talk to at the ice cream social really helps!

On May 18 the Washington Latin Science Department is on track to host a very successful SCIENCE NIGHT at the Decatur campus f
firmed and counting!  This is one of the largest groups ever confirmed for an in-school Latin event!  We hope the RSVPs from family and 
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In order to facilitate requests from parents, we ask that you include your child’s full name and grade when you leave a phone message or send an email. Often 

With Memorial Day Weekend just two weeks away, the last day of regular classes and then final examinations will be here before we know it. You will soon 
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ear, we want to make sure that the transition for our new students and parents is smooth. To that end advisors of 5th 
grade students will be speaking to their advisees or homeroom students about being a buddy to a new student. A sheet explaining the 

atin parents reach out to the 
f school or to talk to at the ice cream social really helps! 

On May 18 the Washington Latin Science Department is on track to host a very successful SCIENCE NIGHT at the Decatur campus from 5:30 to 8:00!  We 
school Latin event!  We hope the RSVPs from family and 



With such a large group of people coming, we have real need of volunteer help.  Specifically, we need people to send in food (preferably dinner items) for the 
guests to eat. We are raising money for the department by selling food, and don't have many people signed up to bring anything.  We also need 5-10 parent 
volunteers to help run activities, games and keep the night going smoothly.  
 
 Please send an email to Megan Hannon (megan.hannon@latinpcs.org), 10th grade Chemistry teacher and Science Night Coordinator, indicating whether you 
can volunteer or contribute a food item. You can also RSVP and indicate how you will help (and see who else is coming!) by EVITE.  Please follow this link:  
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?event=IMCYGJXJXKAKOUHESVVE&inviteId=MPIYULWRQBTCHAEVDGZV&showPreview=false
&x=812765503 
 
Food can be dropped off anytime on, or before, May 18th.  If it is something that needs to be refrigerated, please bring it to the Decatur campus.  If not, you 
can drop it off in the front office of either campus. The last of the Upshur campus goodies will be picked up at 4:30 on May 18.  Anything you can provide, 
from salad to spaghetti, will be appreciated!!   Thank you in advance for your support! 
 
 
Latin Presents "Our Town" - Reserve Your Tickets Today! 
Latin 8th, 9th and 10th graders will be performing Thornton Wilder's Our Town on Thursday, May 20 (preview performance) at 7pm, Friday, May 21, at 7pm 
and Saturday, May 22, at 2pm and 7 pm.  Suggested ticket price is $7/adult and $4/student.  To ensure a seat for a performance, please make a reservation by 
emailing Ms. Dorsey at wlpcs2010@gmail.com.  Please email the number of tickets and performance day/time.  Payment will be accepted at the box office 
which will open 45 minutes before show time.  Please note a seat is guaranteed ONLY if you make a reservation.   
 
 
Spelling Bee Final Round 
The MS English faculty is delighted to announce that the superior spelling skills of our students have necessitated a second (and final) round of the first 
annual WLPCS Spelling Bee! Congratulations to all competitors for a great job!  
 
The first round, which took place on Monday (5/10) after school, was a terrific success. Families and friends packed the Upshur cafeteria to support the forty 
classroom finalists that faced off over difficult words such as "psychoanalysis" and "anticoagulant." A huge thank you to all who came and supported our 
spellers, and special thanks go to the parent volunteers (Jandria Alexander, Debra Barlow, Elisa Leventhal, and Gina McLaughlin) and the MS English faculty 
for making this event possible.  
 
There are seven finalists who will compete on Monday, May 24, for the top three places: Elias Demian (5th), Chase Brossard (6th), Nico Stauffer-Mason 
(6th), Helena Devincenti (7th), Niya Senn (7th), Evan Hamlin (8th), and Jacob Hudson (8th). Please come and cheer them on at 3:30 in the Upshur cafeteria.  
A request: did anyone videotape the first round? Would anyone be willing to videotape the final round?  If so, please email Lara Andersen at 
landersen@latinpcs.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fiddler on the Roof Recap 
The cast and crew of Fiddler on the Roof played to sell-out crowds in April.  A great time was had by all who participated and attended.  The Saturday 
following their performance, many of the actors went to the National Theater to enjoy the performance of Harvey Fierstein and the professional tour of 
"Fiddler."  They had an opportunity to meet members of the cast and crew, as well as Mr. Fierstein himself.  Thank you to all who supported the Drama Club 
in this marvelous undertaking. 
 

 
 



WLPCS Student Places First in the 27th Annual Larry Neil Writer's Competition  
Congratulations to 6th grader, Zoe Mills, who took first place in the Youth Poetry category and won $500 in the 27th Annual Larry Neil Writer's Competition.  
Zoe credits her English teacher, Ms. Anderson, for giving her the encouragement and support to enter the competition. 
 
 
FROM THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN  
Save the Date!  The American Library Association is holding its annual conference in Washington, D.C. from Friday, June 25-Tuesday, June 29.  A one day 
exhibits only pass is available at the door for $25 per person or a four day pass is available for $35 per person.  This pass allows you to browse all of the 
exhibits, pick up as many advanced readers' copies of books as you can carry, meet authors and get books signed, and just enjoy being surrounded by books, 
book creators and book lovers.  For more information visit the ALA web site: www.ala.org/ala/conferences. 
 
As the school years winds down, please help your sons and daughters return all library books.  It might be a good idea to go through their bookshelves at least 
once and look on the back for the library barcode, starting with a T.   We have lost many books this year. 
 
 
 

II.  AROUND TOWN 
 
Paul Public Charter -  NATIONAL CHILD SAFETY CAMPAI GN:  TAKE 25  
Washington, DC May 5, 2010 – The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children ® (NCMEC), in partnership with Paul Public Charter School, will be 
observing National Missing Children's Day this year by participating in the national Take 25 child safety campaign. A Family Fun Fest will be held on 
Saturday, May 15, 2010, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at Paul Public Charter School, 5800 Eighth Street, NW, Washington, DC  20011. May 25 has been 
observed as National Missing Children's Day since it was first observed in 1983. National Missing Children's Day serves as an annual reminder that there are 
thousands of children who are still missing and stresses the importance of making child protection a national priority. The Take 25 campaign is a national 
child safety public awareness campaign created in 2007 by the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. The campaign encourages parents to take 
25 minutes to talk to their children about safety and ways to prevent abduction. The campaign begins on May 1 and continues through May 25 every year in 
communities throughout the country."We know that teaching children about safety works. Community events play an important role in helping parents 
understand how they can help save a child's life," said Ernie Allen, President and CEO of NCMEC. "We are very grateful to our local partners who share our 
interest in keeping children safe. They play an important role in raising public awareness in communities throughout America.""We are excited to be 
partnering with the NCMEC this year.   
 
Child safety is of the utmost importance at Paul PCS, and the NCMEC is committed to providing our community with information on keeping our children 
safe in our neighborhoods, in our schools, and our individual homes.  We hope we can reach as many families as possible with this event."  Ms. Jami D.H. 
Dunham, Head of School.  Every year in America, an estimated 800,000 children are reported missing, more than 2,000 each day. Of that number, 200,000 
are abducted by family members and 58,000 are abducted by non-family members, for which the primary motive is sexual. Each year, 115 children are the 
victims of the most serious abductions; they are taken by non-family members and either murdered, ransomed or taken with the intent to keep.  An analysis of 
attempted abduction cases by NCMEC found that in 84% of the cases, the child escaped would-be abductors through their own actions.  Teaching children 
about safety works. It saves lives. 
 
 



American Masters Concert and Season Preview 
Rodgers, Kern, Hammerstein & Hart 
An Evening of American Masters 
 Saturday, June 5, 2010 - 8:00 pm 
 The Duke Ellington Theatre 
3500 R Street, NW, Washington, DC  20007 
 Tickets available at  www.chorusmarket.org/tickets 
$28 for adults ($25 before May 21st) 
$15 for students and seniors 
   
Announcing our 2010-11 Season 
 
 From Silly . . . to Sublime 
Reflections on Life, Love and Laughter 
November 13, 2010 
Church of the Epiphany, WDC 
  
Stompin' At The Savoy 
A 1930s Cabaret Ballroom 
March 25, 26, 27, 2011 
Atlas Performing Arts Center, WDC 
  
Cinemagic 
Great Choral Works from the Silver Screen  
June 4, 2011 
The Duke Ellington Theatre, WDC 
   
**************** 
For more information, please check out our websites at: www.congressionalchorus.org and www.americanyouthchorus.org. 
 


